Oulun normaalikoulun lukion Comeniuprojekti 2007- 2009

"Yout Culture and Culture Heritage"

Projektissa tydskenteli oman oppituntiensa puitteissa ja niiden ulkopuolella kolme opettajaa: historian lehtori Katrghéijentitala,
likunnan lehtori Aine Lassila ja englannin kielen lehtori Virpi SiveBankala. Tarkastelimme projektin puitteissa nuorisokulttuureja ja
maittemme kulttuuriperintéd seké pyrimme opettamaan jotain omasta kulttuuristamme muille. Tyoskentelimme yhdessa liettualais
Ukmergentaidekoulun ja espanjalaisen Méridémide- ja muotoilukoulun kanssa. Projektitapaamisiin Oulussa, Ukmergessa ja Méridassa
osallistui seka opettajia ettd muutamia lukion opiskelijoita. Kukin osanottajamaa ty6sti oman maansa kulttuuriin ligyNajaipyrki
tuomaan niité tutuksi muille projektin jasenille.

Oulun normaalikoulu poikkesi toisista kouluista siin&, ettd emme ole taidekoulu ja paatimme keskittyéa nuorisokulttuugitiibsatian

opettajan alueelle eli vanhojen tansseihin. Projektin tuatena oli yhteinen julkaisu, jonka suomalaisen ja liettualaisen osan englanninkielinen
versio ovat mukana tassa esityksessa. Oulun vierailu jarjestettiin helmikuussa 2009, jolloin vieraat paasivat seuraamjeartarasgeinin
valmistautumista ja Ouluhadisa jarjestettavaa tanssiaisjuhlaa. Lisaksi esittelimme vieraillemme pohjoisen kylmééa valoa, opetimme hiihtamista
Virpiniemessa, katsastimme Haukiputaan kirkon seindmaalaukset, vierailimme lin Kulttuurikauppilassa kuvanveistaja Sdaonduoi]

kuljimme tarkastelemassa yliopiston rakennuksia seka tutkimme PeRmhiganmaan museon ja Oulun taidemuseon kokoelmia. Ja tarjoilimme
arkipaivan elamyksia omissa kotikeittidcissamme.

Katrimaija Lehtinedtala



The Swedish Influence on the Finnish
Cultural Heritage

The Swedish rule over Finland started
gradually in the 11" century, when the Swedes
began to spread Christianity and at the same
time their own culture to the present-day
Finnish regions. Important events for spreading
Christianity were the crusades to Finland in the
12" and the 13" century. In the 14" century
Finland got her own borders, as part of
Sweden, and church was organized as one of
the authorities. Finland ceased to be part of
Sweden after the Finnish War in 1808 — 1809,
after which Finland became part of Russia.
The over 700-year-long coexistence with
Sweden affected the Finnish religion, society,
customs, language, practically everything and
thus left its mark on the Finnish cultural
heritage. Cultural heritage is everything that is
left from the earlier generations' cultures to
today's people. Among these we could mention
for example the old buildings, which tell about
their contemporary architecture. Sweden and
Swedish influences can still be seen in Finnish
life.

The Swedes brought civilization to the
underdeveloped Finland in the name on
missionary work. Sweden was a Catholic
country until reformation in the 16" century,
which is why even Finland was first Catholic.
Also the Orthodox Church tried to spread to
Finland from the east, and that made Finland a
battlefield of the two churches and also that of
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the east and the west.

The church had a 1000-year experience
of converting, and Christianity was very
effective with its strong administration and the
rulers' support. The hope that was given to
people by Christianity, concerning salvation
after death, was extremely important for
maintaining faith. It was also very flexible for



Grave of Catherine Mansdotter,
the only Finnish-born queen of Sweden

ABC-book by Mikael Agricola

maintaining faith. It was also very flexible for
example when dealing with pagan festivals and
changing them into Christian festivals.

The Christian year started to control
people's lives. It gave them important
celebrations like Christmas and Easter and the
40-day fasting before Easter. The saints had
their own days and their names were used for
christening people. Even today many Finnish
names have a biblical origin, for example Maria,
Johannes and Tuomo.

Churches became central meeting places
and places for important events like

Medieval church of Maaria

christenings, weddings and funerals. Regular
church attendance offered a chance to meet
other people from the parish. Medieval Finland
was Catholic, but The Swedish sovereign
Gustav Wasa wanted to take the church money
to the state. With Sweden Finland became
Lutheran. Even today the Lutheran Church is
most common in Finland and is part of the
state. Church was also important for literacy,
because without it people could not be
confirmed or get married.

The church and the crown brought
Finland European civilization. All towns were
born by the seaside, because the Baltic Sea
was the most important trade area. Turku
became the administrative centre for Finland.
Town buildings were often built with stone and
bricks, and in the countryside a cottage with a
chimney replaced part of the old smoke cabins.
Very imposing church buildings and castles
were made in Finland, containing a lot of art
works. Among these castles there were for
example the castle of Turku, Hame and Viipuri,
from the 13" century and Olavinlinna from the
15" century. Also the European fashion and
writing skill came to Finland in the 15" century.

Sweden introduced class division to
Finland, with aristocrats, bourgeois, clergy and
the “classless” people like peasants and lots of
others. Compared to other European nations
the Finnish peasants had a fairly good position,
which continued even after Finland became
part of Russia.

The Turku Academy (university) was
opened in 1640. The teaching language was
Latin, whereas Swedish was the language of
offices and administration. Often the civil
servants did not know how to speak Finnish,
and therefore ordinary people had to use
interpreters when running errands in offices.
According to reformation the sermons in
churches were to be given in the people's own
language, which helped understand them.
Mikael Agricola translated the Bible into Finnish
in the 16" century, but the Finnish language did
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not get a status of the official language and the
written language until the 19" century. Swedish
had been the main language in offices for so
long that even today Swedish is, in addition to
Finnish, an official language in Finland. This is
unique in the whole world, for there is no other
country where such a small minority language
would have so good a position by the side of
the majority language. This is mainly due to the
fact that the Swedish-speaking Finns have
managed to keep their positions in the most
powerful offices.

Sweden has left her marks on Finnish
culture in many ways, in religion, language,
education, buildings and many other matters.
Under the Swedish influence, with the help of
Christianity, Finland gradually became a
civilized country.



Oulun normaalikoulun lukio

Norssin lukion tehtavéana on kouluttaa
opiskelijoistaan kansalaisia, joilla on laaja ja
korkeatasoinen yleissivistys, joka takaa
mahdollisuuden jatko-opintoihin. Pyrkimyksena
on, etta hyvan tiedonhallinnan liséksi
opiskelijalla on myds hyva itsetunto.

Oulun normaalikoulu on yksi Suomen
noin kuudestakymmenesta Unesco-koulusta.
Koulumme opiskelijat tutustuvat seka
suomalaisen ettd muiden kulttuureiden juuriin,
erityispiirteisiin ja kulttuuriperintoéén. Muita
Unesco-teeman avainsanoja ovat
rauhantahtoisuus, vastuu ymparistosta,
ihmisoikeuksien kunnioitus ja erilaisuuden
hyvaksyminen. Kulttuuriperintbopetuksen kautta
tuemme kaikkia naita teemoja.

Unesco-teema nakyy myos koulumme
kurssitarjonnassa. Lukion tavoitteena on
herattaa kiinnostus tieteiden ja taiteiden
maailmaan seka tieteellisen ajattelun ja
ongelmanratkaisukyvyn kehittamiseen.
Opetuksen ja opiskelun perustana on kriittiseen
arviointiin ja totuudellisuuteen pyrkiva kasitys
tiedosta ja sen muokkautumisesta. Naiden
liséksi opiskelijaa pyritddn ohjaamaan
ajattelutaitojen kehittdmiseen, omatoimiseen
tiedonhankintaan ja tiedon soveltamiseen.
Yliopisto onkin Norssin luontevin ja ensisijainen
yhteistydkumppani, mutta yhteisty6ta on myos
muiden oppilaitosten kanssa.

Kansainvaliset kontaktit, opintomatkat ja
erilaiset avustusprojektit kuuluvat koulumme
kaytanteisiin. Comenius-projekti Culture
heritage and youth cultures on ollut tukemassa
koulumme kulttuuriperintéopetusta. Omassa
koulussamme olemme keskittyneet kahteen
aiheeseen: Ruotsin vallan ajan jattamaan
kulttuuriperintddn ja wanhojen tansseihin.

Oppiaineista mukana ovat olleet liikunta,
englannin kieli ja historia. Toimintoina mukana
on ollut historian syventavan kurssin
opintomatka Turkuun ja oppilaiden
pohdiskeleva essee, vanhojen tanssit — kurssin
eri vaiheiden dokumentointi, tietojen
keraaminen vanhojen tansseista ja lopulta
edellisten materiaalien tuottaminen englannin
kielella.

Oulun normaalikoulun lukio on Oulun
yliopiston opettajankoulutuslaitoksen yksikko,
jonka tehtavana on oppilaiden opetuksen lisaksi
ohjata opettajaksi opiskelevia
opetusharjoittelijoita. Normaalikoulun
rakennukset sijaitsevat yliopiston Linnanmaan
kampuksella. Lukiossamme on noin 250
oppilasta ja hieman yli 80 aloituspaikkaa
vuosittain. Vuonna 2008 sisaanpaasyn
keskiarvoraja oli 8,08.

The Upper Secondary Level of Oulu
Teacher Training School

Oulu Teacher Training School is part of
the Educational Department of Oulu University.
The senior secondary level of the school
comprises approximately 250 students and 160
teacher trainees. There are about 90 teachers
in the primary and secondary levels of the
school.

The Comenius project Cultural Heritage
and Youth Culture in Oulu Teacher Training
School deals with the Swedish influence on
Finnish cultural heritage and one of the most
visible forms of youth culture in schools, the
annual event of senior ball in the Finnish senior
secondary schools.



SENIOR STUDENTS' BALL IN OULU
TEACHER TRAINING SCHOOL IN 2009

The senior students' dance course for
physical education is a demanding but also a
very rewarding course. Dancing skill is part of
people's general knowledge, including skills that
are needed with other necessary skills such as
consideration towards other people and
following the customs. While practicing for the
dances the students also learn patience and
concentration.

The dances always have a theme of their
own, and this year it is internationality; the
dances include both European and Latin
dances in addition to the Finnish, old and new
dances. There are 60 dancers in Oulu Teacher
Training School this year, and 890 dancers in
the whole city of Oulu.

Today Oulu is a significant city of
technology, and it is also known as a city of
high quality dancing. Oulu was an international
meeting point as early as the era of tar trade.
Since Oulu was a busy seafaring and
educational centre, it was influenced by
Stockholm Sweden and even some
Mediterranean countries. In those early times
many European dances found their way to
Oulu, an example of this is polonaise, which
has been part of the regular repertoire of Oulu
ballrooms since the 1800s.



POLONAISE

Polonaise was introduced in Poland in
1573, when the new Polish king Henry Il was
welcomed to join the big dances in Krakow with
polonaise. From Poland this dance found its
way to Sweden, where it became an important
social dance and the opening dance at
important dances in the time of King Charles
the 12". Also in Finland polonaise became
important at social events like weddings.

VIENNESE WALTZ

One of the most popular dances, waltz, is
based on old southern German and Austrian
folk dances. At first this dance aroused
somewhat contradictory feelings, since it was a
dance where you dance with a partner, circling,
in a closed position. However, waltz soon
became very popular both among the royal
people and as a folk dance. The great
composers of the 18" and 19" century, Chopin,
Strauss and Tchaikovsky also contributed to the
popularity of waltz. Viennese waltz was made to
be the opening dance at the state opera ball in
Vienna.

QUADRILLE

In 1973 the Northern Ostrobothnian
Museum managed to get the notes of Johan
Julin to their collections. This rarity contains
typical music from the 19" century, polonaises
and quadrilles, which were typical dances in
Oulu bourgeois homes and ballrooms. Quadrille
of Kivalteri was made according to Inkeri
Simola-Isaksson's book of notes in Oulu.

FOXTROT

Foxtrot is one of our best-known and
most common social dances. The music for this
dance dates back to the 1930s. The dance has
elements of swing dance jive.

PAS D'ESPAGNE

Pas d'Espagne is a noble dance, which
originates from the Spanish folk dance tradition.
It was introduced in Russia by the ballet
masters in the early 1900s. In addition to
Russia, pas d'Espagne is best known in
Scandinavian countries.

TANGO

The early history of tango is not clear.
What is known for certain is that it was
developed gradually in the poverty-stricken
areas around Buenos Aires in the latter part of
the 1800s. Today tango is known almost all
over the world. In the early times the close
dancing position of tango was considered
revolutionary. Unlike other European social
dances, tango dancers stand face to face in an
embracing position where the upper parts of the
body touch each other. Over a number of
decades tango was despised for being the
immoral dance of the lower classes of society. It
was probably brought to Europe by sailors in
the early years of the 1900s, first to France and
from there to other parts of Europe. In Finland
the most important period for tango was from
the 1930s to the 1950s, but it is still one of the
most popular social dances.

SLOW WALTZ

The immense popularity of slow waltz in
the 1800s went on in the next century as well.
In the early 1900s a number of new forms of
waltz were introduced, e.g. the swinging,
sentimental Boston waltz from the United
States and the so called English waltz or
modern waltz.

MERENQUE

The ball usually ends with a quick dance.
In earlier years there have been dances with
Elvis or Travolta style, or some fashionable
present day dances, Latin dances have been
very common. In the year 2009 the ball will end
with merenque, which is a quick Latin dance
from the Dominican Republic. The patterns and
steps are simpler than in salsa and the basic
steps are similar to mambo. The connection
between the dancers is formed with sensual
music and parallel movements.

Ladies




THE SENIOR STUDENTS' DAY
TRADITION IN FINLAND

The senior students' day is the day after
the former seniors have left school. This usually
happens on Friday, the second week in
February. It is about power shift from the former
seniors to the new ones, and deserves to be
celebrated. Thus, it is a kind of a transition rite.
The first senior days were arranged in some
schools in Helsinki in the 1940s, but the
tradition in most parts of the country really
started in the 1960s. Initially, the tradition was
that the future seniors were dressed in
children's clothes on Thursday, the former
seniors' school leaving day, and then they
would be dressed in grandparents' clothes on
the following day, Friday.

Later on, influenced by the experiences
of exchange students to the USA, the senior
balls were introduced in the 1970s and 1980s.
Today, the senior ball is above all a dress show.

Girls want to show their femininity and boys
their masculinity. The girls' evening dresses and
hairdos are an important part of the spectacular
show. The boys usually wear a tuxedo, or a
dinner jacket. The costs for the beautiful
dresses and shoes, make-ups, bags and
hairdos are often high. However, recycling has
become a tradition, too, so you can also buy a
used dress or you can make your own dress,
which helps to reduce the costs.

During the seniors' day the students give
the dance show at their own schools and in the
afternoon they gather at Ouluhalli sports hall
together with all the seniors of Oulu city to give
a show with almost 900 dancing students.
Sometimes the seniors visit kindergartens,
primary schools and old people's homes. After
the ball the students have dinner at a
restaurant. It is a memorable day with lots of
photos and videos taken.






